Nevus cells in axillary lymph nodes from radical mastectomy specimens.
From 1977 to 1983, 44 cases with nevus cells in the capsule and trabeculae of axillary lymph node specimens from about 7000 mastectomies performed for primary breast cancer were found. This finding was therefore less than 1%. In 3 cases, the nevus cells were present in 2 nodes, whereas in 41 cases solitary nodes were involved. In 13 cases, nevus cells were present in nodes that also contained metastatic carcinoma. Silver impregnation of reticulin fibers is very useful for the differential diagnosis of nodal metastases of breast carcinoma.